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World Suicide Prevention Day encourages people to connect, 

communicate and care 

Issued on 10/9/16 at 10:00 a.m.  

Leicestershire Police is linking closely with partners to support World Suicide Prevention Day this Saturday (10 
September 2016). 

The theme for 2016 is ‘Connect, Communicate, Care' and it aims to encourage more people to talk about 
suicide and support others who may need help.  

Organised by the International Association for Suicide Prevention, the day wants all of us to think more about 
the role we can have in offering support to others to help in combating suicide.  

On average there are about 80 deaths from suicide every year in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. 
Although suicide can affect anyone, evidence suggests that those most at risk are men aged 35 to 54, people in 
mental health care, people who self-harm and those who have faced adverse circumstances, such as poverty, 
bullying or discrimination. 

Leicestershire Police’s lead for suicide Barney Thorne said: “We believe that all deaths from suicide are 
preventable and that everyone can to do more to support people who are at risk.  

“World Suicide Prevention Day gives us an opportunity to encourage all those at risk of suicide to come forward 
and speak to someone. We want to encourage more openness and challenge any stigmas linked to death from 
suicide.” 

The force is working closely with its partners to raise awareness of the support services that are available in 
Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland including: 

 Samaritans offer free non-judgemental and confidential support any time of the day or night. Call from 
any phone on 116 123 or email jo@samaritans.org. Nationally the Samaritans are running ‘it’s okay to 
talk' campaign on the day. 

 CALM is a national helpline for men. It is open 7 days a week, 5pm to midnight and callers can talk 
through any issue. Calm with listen and offer information and signposting. Calls are anonymous & 
confidential and won’t show up on your phone bill. Calls are free from landlines, payphones and all 
mobiles. To get in touch call 0800 585858 or visit www.thecalmzone.net 

http://www.samaritans.org/media-centre/our-campaigns/world-suicide-prevention-day
http://www.samaritans.org/media-centre/our-campaigns/world-suicide-prevention-day
https://www.thecalmzone.net/
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 Support After Suicide (SAS) Partnership is the UK’s national hub for organisations and individuals 
working across the UK to support people who have been bereaved or affected by suicide. To find out 
more visit www.supportaftersuicide.org.uk 

 Grassroots Suicide Prevention provide suicide alertness and intervention skills to community members 
and professionals, you can join a suicide prevention community and download a mobile app called ‘Stay 
Alive’ which is for those at risk of suicide or for people worried about someone else. To find out more 
visit www.prevent-suicide.org.uk 

For those of you that would like to have a greater understanding of how to spot the signs, you can benefit from a 
free Suicide Awareness Training available from the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Suicide Prevention 
Group, a partnership of organisations working towards raising awareness of suicide prevention. To find out more 
visit www.ruralcc.org.uk  

Help us to reduce deaths caused by suicide this World Suicide Prevention Day and encourage those at risk of 
suicide to get in touch with a specialist support service.  

LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 

Kayleigh’s Love Story shortlisted for second award 

 

Download high resolution image 

Issued on 9/9/16 at 3:11 p.m.  

A film made by Leicestershire Police that shows how teenager Kayleigh Haywood was groomed, raped and 
murdered has been shortlisted for a Royal Television Society award.  

Kayleigh’s Love Story is one of eight films nominated in the Best Promotional Programme category of the Royal 
Television Society Midlands Awards. 

The winner of the award will be announced on 3 November.  

It is the second award shortlist for the film in recent weeks, having already been selected as a finalist in the 
Social Screen category of the Clarion Awards run by EVCOM- the so-called Oscars for specialist videos 
produced by the corporate and charity sectors. 

The film has been made to highlight to children and young people the dangers of speaking to strangers online.  

From this month it is being rolled out to children aged 11 and over across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. 

It has also been released to every other police force in the UK and will be made publicly available online next 
year.  

Controlled public screenings of the film are also taking place throughout the month across the force area.  

LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 

Four force collaboration praised for its pursuit training 

http://www.supportaftersuicide.org.uk/
http://www.prevent-suicide.org.uk/
http://www.ruralcc.org.uk/what-we-do-2/health-and-wellbeing/suicide-self-harm-awareness/
https://leics.police.uk/media/uploads/news/news/Kayleigh-Haywood-video-web-banner-1.jpg
https://leics.police.uk/categories/kayleighs-love-story
https://rts.org.uk/event/rts-midlands-centre-awards-2016
https://rts.org.uk/event/rts-midlands-centre-awards-2016
https://leics.police.uk/news-appeals/news/2016/08/26/kayleighs-love-story-shortlisted-for-national-award
https://leics.police.uk/news-appeals/news/2016/08/31/public-screenings-of-kayleighs-love-story
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Issued on 9/9/16 at 10:00 a.m.  

A Roads Policing Advisor from the National Police Chief’s Council (NPCC) says the Tactical Pursuit Managers 
Course run by the East Midlands Operational Support Service is one of the best in the country. 

Alan Jones, is a retired police inspector who has worked in roads policing for most of his police career. He was 
the national roads policing lead for the Police Federation England and Wales and now works for Chief 
Constable Suzette Davenport who has led the roads policing portfolio for the NPCC since 2011. He works 
alongside Ch Insp Carl Flynn (West Mids) and the College of Policing to introduce national standards into all 
areas of roads policing training which encourages a modern and consistent approach across the country. 

Sergeant Mark Carlin from the East Midlands Operational Support Service (EMOpSS)is the course director and 
lead instructor on the Pursuit Managers and Tactical Advisors Course which trains supervisors who are in 
overall control and authorise operational decisions about police pursuits from the force comms room. 

He said, “Roads policing training tended to focus on those operational officers who may find themselves in a 
pursuit however very little training was given to those officers who are responsible for managing the pursuit from 
control rooms. We recognised this was a risk and I worked with others to devise a new week long course for 
those front line managers who are responsible for what is one of the most high risk areas of policing.” 

Mark recognised the importance of ensuring that staff across the four forces of EMOpSS (Leicestershire, 
Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire), received the same training to make sure they were all 
following the same policies, practices and procedures. That training is now delivered by him and a team of three 
other officers. 

Alan Jones said; “If other regions did their pursuit training for comms managers as well as EMOpSS just think 
how good it could be! A pursuit can be a stressful and demanding experience with some degree of risk, so 
making rational quick time decisions based on what can be a fast moving scenario is crucial in getting things 
organised and done right. For that reason, it’s vital we make sure managers have the confidence and capability 
to oversee these risks competently and effectively following the right processes which support their decision 
making. What EMOpSS is doing is commendable and other forces should take note they really are an example 
of good practice”. 

"Criminals and high risk drivers intent on evading the police don’t respect borders, which is why regional comms 
room managers and officers policing the road should feel confident that control of pursuits and the sound 
application of practice, policy and procedure is properly understood and uniform. We don’t want 43 forces doing 
it 43 different ways.  

"The cost of running the course is far less than the cost of investigating a pursuit that leads to someone being 
killed or injured. So if the region were to save one life or serious injury through better co-ordination and joined up 
thinking, then it has to be worth the investment this training costs. EMOpSS is doing it to the highest 
professional standard, which meets the NPCC and College of Policing standards and I’d urge other forces to 
come and see what they are doing and follow their example.” 

All pursuit managers have to be accredited and take part in refresher training every three years. 

LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 

https://leics.police.uk/media/uploads/news/news/EMOpSS_logo_high_res_1.jpg
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Police urging van drivers to remove tools from their vehicles 

overnight 

Issued on 8/9/16 at 8:34 a.m.  

Leicestershire Police is urging van drivers not to leave tools in their vehicles overnight after 26 attempted or 
successful thefts from vans have been reported over the past week. 

Chief Superintendent Andy Lee, Commander of the Local Policing Directorate said; “We have received a 
number of reports from across the force area of theft or tools from vans.  

“The majority of thefts have been taking place overnight on driveways of homes but we have also seen some 
occurrences in hotel car parks. I would encourage van owners to take precautions, both at home and when 
staying overnight in hotels, to reduce their chances of becoming a victim of this type of crime. 

“These tools are essential for people to carry out their jobs, and without them their livelihood can be affected. 
We are urging people to follow the advice below to ensure they don’t fall victim to tool theft.” 

To help protect your property we recommend; 

 removing all tools from vehicles overnight 

 purchasing a sign or sticker advising that no tools are left in your van overnight 

 parking your vehicle in a garage if you have one 

 consider alarming the vehicle or fitting an internal security cage 

 if you park on a drive, installing security lights 

 visibly marking your machinery and tools 

 if possible, parking your vehicle close to a wall so that the doors cannot be opened 

 reporting any suspicious activity to us immediately on 101 

If you would like more information on how to protect your vehicle and property from thieves please visit our 
vehicle crime pages 

LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 

Leading children’s charity backs Kayleigh’s Love Story 

 

Download high resolution image 

Issued on 7/9/16 at 12:18 p.m.  

National children’s charity Barnardo’s is urging secondary schools in the UK to screen a film made by 
Leicestershire Police that shows how teenager Kayleigh Haywood was groomed, raped and murdered. 

The charity is backing the force’s bid for all children aged 11 and above to see Kayleigh’s Love Story as a 
warning of the dangers of online grooming.  

https://leics.police.uk/vehicle-crime
https://leics.police.uk/vehicle-crime
https://leics.police.uk/media/uploads/news/news/Kayleigh-Haywood-video-web-banner-3_1.jpg
http://www.leics.police.uk/kayleighslovestory
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Javed Khan, Barnardo’s Chief Executive said: “This is a distressing film about the consequences of speaking to 
and meeting strangers online. Every child and young person needs to learn from Kayleigh’s story to prevent this 
tragedy from ever happening again.” 

In November last year, 15-year-old Kayleigh was groomed online by 28-year-old Luke Harlow – a man she had 
never met. Over the course of 13 days he sent the teenager more than 100 messages a day before she finally 
agreed to spend the night at his house. 

The tragic and horrific circumstances that followed saw the schoolgirl being held against her will by Harlow and 
his neighbour Stephen Beadman, before being raped and murdered by 29-year-old Beadman. 

The film, which lasts just over 5 minutes, will start to be shown to children in Leicester, Leicestershire and 
Rutland this month by a team of specialist police staff.  

It has also been shared with every police force across the country for them to roll it out to schools in their own 
areas. 

Deputy Chief Constable Roger Bannister said: “Kayleigh’s Love Story highlights to young people the real 
dangers of speaking to people they don’t know online. With social media and online gaming platforms playing an 
ever-increasing part of their life this warning is relevant to not only children in Leicester, Leicestershire and 
Rutland but across the UK and the world too.  

“I hope Barnardo’s support of Kayleigh’s Love story will raise greater awareness of the film and help encourage 
every secondary school in the country to show it their pupils.” 

Throughout this month public screenings of the film are also taking place across the force area for people aged 
18 and over. There is no registration needed.  

A trailer of the film is available to watch. The full film will not be made publicly available online until January next 
year.  

ACTION FRAUD 
 

Rental Fraud in Student Accommodation 

 

Seasonal rental fraud is an emerging trend with students looking for suitable accommodation around August, 
before the start of the new term. Fraudsters use a variety of websites to advertise available properties to rent, 
often at attractive rates and convenient locations. Adverts will seem genuine, accompanied by a number of 
photos and contact information to discuss your interest.  
Due to demand, students will often agree to pay upfront fees to secure the property quickly, without viewing the 
property, only to discover that the fraudster posing as the landlord does not have ownership of the property, or 
often there are already tenants living there.  
  
Protect Yourself 
   

 Only use reputable letting companies. 

 Do some online research such as using Google maps to check the property does exist. 

 Make an appointment to view the property in person.  

 Always view the property prior to paying any advance fees. 

 Look out for warning signs, such as landlords requesting a ‘holding deposit’ due to the property being in 
high demand. 

 A landlord will usually conduct some due diligence on any successful applicant. Be wary of handing over 
cash without the landlord requesting employment or character references. 

https://leics.police.uk/news-appeals/news/2016/08/31/public-screenings-of-kayleighs-love-story
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If you, or anyone you know, have been affected by this fraud or any other scam, report it to Action Fraud by 

calling 0300 123 2040 or visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk. 

 
LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 

Leicestershire Police support local charities 

Issued on 5/9/16 at 12:46 p.m.  

Leicestershire Police is holding a charity rugby match to raise money for The Leicester Tigers Wheelchair Rugby 
Team and Coping with Cancer. 

The event is taking place on Saturday 17 September at the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Leisure Centre 
and will see police team ‘The Westcotes Warriors’ pitched against the Leicester Tigers Wheelchair Rugby Team. 

PCSO Kate Needham, who is organising the event said: “This should be a really great event and we are really 
hoping that members of the public will show their support and come and join us. 

“I am passionate about raising awareness of disabilities in sport, along with wanting to raise lots of money for 
two great charities.” 

During the event police are hoping to also hold a silent auction to raise even more money for respective 
charities. 

Kate added: “We would be grateful to any local businesses that would be willing to donate prizes to be 
auctioned off during the event.” 

Chief Constable Simon Cole will be opening the event, which will run from 11.30am – 4.30pm. 

Tickets are £5 and are available from: 

 LCil Westend Neighbourhood Centre, Andrewes St, Leicester LE3 5PA 

 Leicester Tigers, Aylestone Rd, Leicester LE2 7TR 

 Hinckley Road Police Station, 95 Hinckley Rd, Leicester LE3 0TD 

If you are interested in donating a prize to be auctioned at the event please contact PCSO 6859 Kate Needham 
by calling 101. 

LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 
 

POLICE  
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM 

 
EAST LEICESTER NPA 

HUMBERSTONE 

The Humberstone neighbourhood consists predominantly of residential premises covering Humberstone village, 
and the Hamilton and Netherhall housing estates. 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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The Neighbourhood Team holds regular surgeries and community consultation events at various locations 
within the ward, providing residents with the opportunity to meet the team and discuss any issues relevant to 
policing the area and making it a safe and enjoyable place to be. 

To find out more about what's happening in your local area read your local station Inspector's monthly update. 

Each dedicated neighbourhood team is supported by the Special Constabulary. 

Your dedicated neighbourhood team 

 

Sgt Rob Merrall 

Collar number: 1719 

I am the Neighbourhood Policing Sgt for the Humberstone and Hamilton Ward.  

Our aim as a team is to target and prosecute the offenders that cause us most harm and to find quick solutions 
to the issues that matter most to the community through effective work with our partner agencies. 

I encourage the community to let us know any concerns you may have at the earliest opportunity by telephoning 
101 in a non emergency, stopping us in the street or anonymously via Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111. 

 Send an email to your neighbourhood team 

 Leave a voicemail for Sgt Rob Merrall by calling 101 and follow the instructions to leave a message for 
an officer. When prompted, key in the identification number 1719. 

 

PC Alex Catlow 

Collar number: 2053 

I have been a Police Officer since 2004, spending all of my service at Keyham Lane Police Station. 
 
I have previously worked as a Local Police Officer at Keyham Lane, a Principal Beat Officer for the Netherhall 
and Thurnby Lodge areas and have recently been on an attachment with CID. 
 
I am looking forward to working with the community and other agencies to try and ensure that the Humberstone 
and Hamilton areas are better and safer places to live and work. 

 Send an email to your neighbourhood team 

 Leave a voicemail for PC Alex Catlow by calling 101 and follow the instructions to leave a message for 
an officer. When prompted, key in the identification number 2053. 

http://leicspolice.wordpress.com/
https://leics.police.uk/join-us/special-constable
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/humberstone/email
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/humberstone/email
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PC Katy Burnham 

Collar number: 4280 

I have been a Police Officer with Leicestershire Police for 9 years, working in a variety of roles across the 
County of Leicestershire. Prior to taking on this new role I worked for the City Domestic Abuse Investigation 
Unit. 
 
I am looking forward to becoming part of the policing team covering Humberstone and Hamilton and hope to 
bring some fresh ideas to assist in making the beat a safer place to live for the community. 

 Send an email to your neighbourhood team 

 Leave a voicemail for PC Katy Burnham by calling 101 and follow the instructions to leave a message 
for an officer. When prompted, key in the identification number 4280. 

 

PCSO Andrew Dunmore 

Collar number: 6068 

I joined Leicestershire Police as a Police Community Support Officer in 2012, having volunteered prior to this as 
a Special Constable. I am now part of the Keyham Lane Police Station neighbourhood team, and I cover the 
areas of Hamilton, Humberstone and Netherhall. 

I am a very approachable person so please stop and speak with me when I am out on the beat. 

 Send an email to your neighbourhood team 

 Leave a voicemail for PCSO Andrew Dunmore by calling 101 and follow the instructions to leave a 
message for an officer. When prompted, key in the identification number 6068. 

 

PCSO Cameron Messiah 

Collar number: 6173 

I joined Leicestershire Police in 2008 working as part of the neighbourhood team for Thurnby Lodge and 
Netherhall. I moved to the Humberstone and Hamilton neighbourhood in January 2010. 
 

https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/humberstone/email
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/humberstone/email
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I am keen to build up good relationships with the community and will be working hard with the rest of the team to 
tackle issues of anti-social behaviour. 

 Send an email to your neighbourhood team 

 Leave a voicemail for PCSO Cameron Messiah by calling 101 and follow the instructions to leave a 
message for an officer. When prompted, key in the identification number 6173. 

 

PCSO Kay Simpson 

Collar number: 6129 

I joined Leicestershire Police as a police community support officer (PCSO) in September 2007. I am now part 
of the neighbourhood team for Charnwood based at Keyham Lane Police Station. I am looking forward to my 
role in supporting the community and helping them to deal with any policing issues they may have, as well 
raising awareness of crime prevention and tackling problems of anti-social behaviour. 
 
I am a very approachable person and would ask anyone who has any issues they wish to discuss to please 
contact me at the police station or speak to me whilst I am out on the beat. 

 Send an email to your neighbourhood team 

 Leave a voicemail for PCSO Kay Simpson by calling 101 and follow the instructions to leave a message 
for an officer. When prompted, key in the identification number 6129. 

 

 

 

https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/humberstone/email
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/humberstone/email

