
 

WILLOUGHBY WATERLEYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 Draft of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held on Thursday 10th September 2015 at 7.45 pm in the Village 

Hall, 

Main Street, Willoughby Waterleys. 

Reference 029 /2015                  

Present: Dr A Lyons (Chairman), Mr P Leech, (Vice Chairman), Miss E Dickens 

and Ms K West. 

In attendance: Mr P Day (Parish Clerk) and two parishioners. 

 

1.  Apologies: There were apologies from Councillor Mr D Campbell-Kelly and Mr 

G Hart, County Councillor. 

 

2. Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting: 

Having been previously circulated these were accepted by the Council and signed 

by the Chairman. 

Proposed by Councillor Dickens        Seconded by Councillor West 

 

3.   Matters arising:        

Update on Broadband: The Clerk gave details relating to the present status 

for the installation of fibre optic broadband in the village. Details given by 

Leicestershire County Council project leader Dr Matthew Kempson is that the 

installation is running to schedule and will commence around the end of 

September into early October. 

 

Disabled access to Church walk: The Clerk informed the Council that he had 

written to the Highways Department regarding the state of the footpath at 

 Church walk where it joins Main Street. He had supplied them with 

photographs  showing the poor state of the footpath along with a request for a 

ramp up onto Church Walk thereby allowing wheelchair access. The engineers had 

visited the site and marked out the area in order to carry out the repairs. Initially 

they had requested a contribution towards the work from the Parish Council owing 

to the current financial restrictions on non-essential work. However the Clerk spoke 

with the Highways engineer and they have now agreed to carry out the work at no 

cost to the Parish. Work hopefully will begin over the next 4 to 8 weeks. 

 

4.  Planning:    

Declarations of Interest:     There were no declarations of interest. 

 

Planning Applications:   

15/01143/FUL: Erection of single wooden field shelter at Vine Cottage, Main 

Street, Willoughby on behalf of Mrs C Lane. This application was supported by the 

Parish Council. 

 

Planning Decisions:  None 

 

5.  Payments and receipts: These had been circulated to members of the Parish 

Council and accepted. 

Proposed by Councillor West.        Seconded by Councillor Leech.              



 

6.  Correspondence: A list had been circulated to members of the Council and no 

requests to view any correspondence were made. 

Proposed by Councillor Leech.                 Seconded by Councillor Dickens.  

 

 

7.  Any other business: 

Trees requiring attention in Churchyard : The Clerk reported that he had 

received a complaint from Mr Rupert van der Post of The Rectory,  Main Street 

regarding the overhanging branches of the trees in St Marys Churchyard. A 

meeting was arranged with Mr Van der Post and the clerk along with Mr and Mrs 

Connelly. Also present was Mr John van der Post who is a registered tree surgeon. 

It was his recommendation that attention was needed to raise the crowns on two of 

the Yew trees so removing the overhanging branches and to remove an established 

Cypressa tree which was misshapen and close to the boundary wall. 

  With this in mind the Clerk reported that he arranged a meeting 

with Mr Metcalf, a tree surgeon and seek his opinion as to the state of the trees. 

Following his examination he agreed that the by raising the crowns on the trees that 

would eliminate most of the overhang but he felt that it was not necessary to 

remove the Cypressa. 

The quote received from Mr John van der Post was for £950 which included 

clearing the graveyard of all the elder saplings around the base of trees leaving it all 

neat and tidy. The quote from Mr Metcalf was for £230 plus an amount of v.a.t. 

which is refundable. Following a lengthy discussion by all present it was agreed to 

reject the quotation by Mr John van der Post and to hold Mr Metcalf’s quote until a 

third quotation is obtained for the crown work. The sum of £240 was agreed upon. 

The Clerk agreed to the placing an article in the “What’s on in Willoughby “ 

magazine requesting help from members of the community to assist him in a 

general tidy up of the churchyard by the removal of ivy and elder tree saplings 

along with their disposal. 

Speed awareness stickers for wheelie bins : The clerk gave details relating to an 

e-mail he had received from a company that produces “Speed awareness stickers “ 

which  can be attached to wheelie bins or notice boards to make drivers aware of 

their speed through the village. Following a discussion it was decided not to 

purchase any signs for residents in the village. 

Trees on village approach: The Chairman reported that the Hawthorne tree on the 

south approach to the village had died and he had replaced it with a holly sapling 

tree from his own garden. On further checks to the trees he found that an 

established Hawthorne tree on the southern approach had also died. He requested 

that this tree be replaced and following a discussion it was agreed to purchase a 

replacement tree and a cost not exceeding £50.00. 

Proposed by Councillor Leech.                 Seconded by Councillor Dickens.  

 

The clerk gave details of the course he had attended earlier in the day to cover the 

new Transparency Act which came into effect in April 2015. The new law 

introduces regulations for all Parish Councils with a turnover of less than £25,000 

and is mandatory from that date. The centre of the legislation is focused on how the 

PC maintains its records and makes them available to public viewing and scrutiny. 

The main requirement of the act requires all councils to have their own website and 

on that site they publish their income as well as all outgoings over the sum of £150. 



Also they are required to publish on the website their minutes, agendas and 

communications, assets and full details of the Councillors and maintain those 

records for up to 5 years. To ease Parish Councils through this transition the 

Government has set aside funding to assist in the purchase of computers, scanners 

to upload documents and communications onto the web. 

Following a lengthy discussion the Clerk was given permission to apply for a grant 

to cover the cost of setting up a website, maintaining such a site and to assist in the 

purchase of computer equipment. This fund will cover the cost of salary to 

implement these requirements for up to a period of 3 years thereafter the burden of 

cost will fall on the rate payers. 

Proposed by Councillor Leech.                 Seconded by Councillor West. 

 

The Clerk then informed the Councillors that he will be standing down from his 

position on the 31st March 2016 thus allowing time for his replacement to be found. 

 

Concern was raised regarding two large gravestones at the rear of the church close 

to the footpath which appear to be leaning further than before. The clerk stated that 

he had also noticed this and was keeping an eye on them. He pointed out that he 

had checked for ground disturbance and there was none. He would report back to 

the next meeting as to his findings. 

 

8.  Late items to be discussed at the next meeting: None 
 

9.  Date of Next Meeting:  Thursday 10th November 2015 

 

The meeting finished at 9.10pm 

 

 

 


