
WILLOUGHBY WATERLEYS PARISH COUNCIL 

                           Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Thursday 1st November 2012 at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall,  

Main Street, Willoughby Waterleys. 

Reference 012/2012                  

 

Present: Councillors, Mr M Frankham (Chairman), Vice Chairman Dr A 

Lyons, Miss E Dickens, Ms K West and Mr Philip Leech. 
  
1.  Apologies: Apologies were received from District Councillor Mr 

Neville Hall.  
 

In attendance: Mr P Day (Parish Clerk), Mr G Hart, County Councillor 

and four parishioners. 
 

2.  Minutes of Parish Council Meeting: 
Having been previously circulated these were accepted by the Council and 

signed by the Chairman. 

Proposed by Councillor Dickens    Seconded by Councillor Frankham 
 

3.  Matters arising: 

1)   Update re grass cutting in the churchyard and cemetery 

The Clerk stated that he had circulated an e-mail to other parishes 

enquiring about recommendations for contractors to carry out the grass 

cutting. Councillor West stated that nearby Ashby Magna have been using 

the services of Harborough District Council who do a satisfactory job. The 

Clerk will report back at the next meeting.  
 

2)   Update & sighting of village flag pole 

The Chairman sought the approval from the full Council for going ahead 

with this proposal. Dr Lyons proposed the motion which was seconded by 

Councillor Leech. A vote was taken and all Councillors supported the 

project of a flag pole in the village. 

A discussion took place as to the sighting of the flag pole. Two area’s were 

suggested the first being by the telephone box and the second was within 

the area in front of the hall. It was agreed that an approach would be made 

to the village hall committee at their next meeting. It was also suggested by 

Councillor West that before the pole is sighted that the opinions of local 

residents should be sort. The Clerk pointed out that as the hall is a listed 



building he will make contact again with the planning department at 

Harborough for their advice. 
 

3)   Youth Schemes in the village:     

Councillor Leech informed those present that the Youth Council had been 

formed and had already held three meetings which he chairs. The Council 

meeting has an attendance of about ten young persons from the village. 

They organised and held a Halloween disco in the hall which was a success 

and well attended. Councillor Leech pointed out that he believed they had 

made a small profit on the night and thanked those who helped and 

supplied refreshments. The Chairman thanked Becky and Jordan for their 

enthusiasm and wished them well for future events.  
 

4)  Speedwatch campaign 

The Clerk reported that the project had been completed and stated that the 

initial feedback from Speedwatch team identified that their had been a 

problem of drivers speeding through the village. Over the four week period 

a total of 230 drivers had been reported for speeds in excess of 35 mph. 

The Chairman expressed his thanks to the coordinators Clint and Anita 

Friskney who were responsible for the organising of the volunteers and 

reporting back their findings to the speed watch team at County Hall. The 

Clerk stated that monitors will be put in place to check if the campaign had 

an impact on the problem of speeding motorists through the village. A full 

report would be presented at the next meeting. 
 

4.  Planning:     

Declarations of Interest:     There were no declarations of interest. 
 

Planning Applications   :  None. 
 

Planning Decisions:    
12/01178/LBC Village Hall alterations to toilet block, planning permission 

granted. 

12/01185/FUL M Oates, 63 Main Street, Willoughby erection of 

conservatory planning permission granted. 

11/01687/FUL Dr Jacks, Old Hall, Gilmorton Lane appeal dismissed 
 

5.  Payments and receipts: 

These had been circulated to members of the Parish Council and accepted. 

Proposed by Councillor Dickens            Seconded by Councillor West 



 

6.  Correspondence: 

These had been circulated to members of the Parish Council and accepted. 

Proposed by Councillor Dickens          Seconded by Councillor West 
 

7.  Any other business: 
 

1)    Appearance of village 

The Clerk stated that he and Councillor Leech had received a complaint 

from a Parishioner about the street furniture in the village namely overhead 

power cables and telephone wires. He stated that some villages had 

acquired funding to pay the energy services to lay the cables underground 

so removing the eyesore. To be discussed at another time. It was 

mentioned that a vine had overgrown the boundary wall facing Church 

Farm Lane and needed to be cut back. The Clerk stated that he would 

approach the householder and request the vine be cut back. 

Councillor Lyons stated that the Cosby Lane road sign had not been 

replaced. The Clerk stated the matter was being dealt with. 

Councillor Lyons requested that the grass verge on both entrances to the 

village needed to be cut down more often. The Clerk pointed out who was 

responsible for the grass cutting within the village boundaries but the 

outside area is the responsibility of County Hall highways who only cut the 

verge around twice a year. Contact would be made with Harborough to see 

if they would be prepared to cut the verges. 

Councillor Lyons asked if any progress had been made regarding the 

painting of the phone box. The Clerk stated that he had been in touch with 

the painter who is aware but has been unable to complete the work owing 

the very wet year which has set back all his outside painting contracts. He 

will carry out the work as promised. 

 

2)    Setting the Precept 

A full discussion took place involving all Councillors, Mr Hart County 

Councillor and parishioners present on the amount to be applied for in this 

years Precept. A vote was taken and it was agreed to increase the Council’s 

application by £20 setting the amount applied for at £5,395.00. 

 

3) Broadband 

Mr Pike and Mr Surman spoke to those present giving an update on their 

progress with the problem of improving Broadband in the village. They 



have joined forces with representatives of Arnesby, Shearsby, 

Bruntingthorpe, Peatling Magna, Ashby Magna and Peatling Parva with a 

view to installing a radio system to feed faster broadband into the villages. 

This would involve the sighting of a small transmitter within each village 

and each customer would have a satellite style dish to receive a signal 

transmitted via Rugby. This would increase speeds to around 5 megabyte 

and more in some places. The costing would be around £7,000 for receiver 

/ mast installation and customers would face an installation fee of around 

£150 and a rental charge of £17-95 per month. They are circulating a flyer 

to test the response of villagers to see if this is a worthwhile proposition. 

These amounts are provisional and enquiries are in hand to see if they can 

raise funding from the various authorities. 

Councillor Frankham suggested that the sum of £1,000 be set aside to 

show the Parish Councils support and backing of the scheme. This was 

proposed by Councillor Lyons and a vote took place on this proposal 

which was passed unanimously. The Chairman stated that the sum of 

£1,000 be set aside from monies currently held by the Parish Council so as 

not to impact on the Precept. This was agreed by all present. 

 

3)  Poppy Appeal donation of £20.00 

It was agreed that the Parish Council would donate the sum of twenty 

pounds to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal in support of this very 

worthwhile charity. 

Proposed by Councillor Frankham       Seconded by Councillor Dickens 

 

8. Items to be discussed at the next meeting:   None 

 

Date of Next Meeting:  3rd January 2013 

 
The meeting finished at 8-50pm 
 
 


