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WILLOUGHBY WATERLEYS PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 2019 
AT 7.45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
Present:  Councillor Philip Leech (PL) (Chair); Councillor Arthur Lyons (AL);  

Councillor David Campbell-Kelly (DCK); Councillor Emma Clanfield (EC); 
          Councillor Phillip Day (PD); Mrs Jackie Jackson (JJ) (Clerk)  
          together with County Councillor Blake Pain (BP) and 5 Parishioners 
 

                                                                                                                             
ACTION 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 

2019.47 Apologies for Absence 
 Neil Bannister, District Councillor 
 

 

2019.48 Declarations of Interest 
 DCK stated that he was a member of the WWRA and held the 

position of Chair 
 PD is a committee member and AL and EC are members of WWRA 

 

 

2019.49 Minutes of Last Parish Meeting held on 4th July 2019   
  The minutes had previously been circulated and PL signed as a 

correct record. 
 

 

2019.50 Matters Arising 
 There were no matters arising from the minutes other than to note 

that the bank statements were still not correctly addressed but the 
Clerk is in communication with NatWest bank over this. 

 

 

2019.51 Suspension of Standing Orders 
 PL requested suspension of Standing Orders to allow BP to give a 

report.  The meeting agreed and it was resolved  
 

Proposed by DCK; seconded by AL 
 

 

2019.52 Reports by County Councillor – Blake Pain  
& District Councillor – Neil Bannister 
 

 

2019.52.1 BP thanked the Parish Council for inviting him to attend the meeting and 
stated that Leics CC was the lowest funded Council in the country but 
they are campaigning for fairer funding.  There is currently paralysis in 
the system and due to Brexit issues Local Government agenda is low on 
the list of priorities.  BP confirmed that he represented the Bruntingthorpe 
Division covering 25 Parish Councils, he was 1 member of a 50 strong 
Council but was always happy to take up residents’ concerns if he was 
made aware of them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  DCK stated that although he was Chairman of the WWRA he always 
tried to keep his Parish Council work separate but asked “What LCC 
were doing about the proposed Junction 20A and particularly asked 
if LCC were supporting it with any funding? 
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 BP confirmed he was not as familiar with the Blaby DC Plan making 
process as he had been with that of Harborough but Blaby DC have 
had the vision to put forward land for development but there is no 
infrastructure in place for such development. 

 Any proposals for a Garden Village would need an infrastructure 
report and the Government or Blaby DC could fund a feasibility 
report and they would be obliged to work with and co-operate with 
plans. 

 DCK again asked BP if he was supporting and promoting the 
Junction or whether he was neutral.  BP confirmed that he was, at 
present, neutral and that no funds had been allocated by the County 
Council. 

 DCK asked if The Housing Infrastructure Fund application for 
Junction 20A to MHCLG had been withdrawn – BP said he was not 
aware 

 BP suggested that DCK write to him in detail and he will take up the 
concerns.  DCK agreed to write. 

 Comment was made that traffic implications on the village would be 
immense if the Junction went ahead and whilst it was accepted that 
housing is required, there was a better place than Whetstone 
Pastures. This had been outlined by WWRA to many Council 
representatives and MPs. 

 EC asked if the air quality should be tested now and BP stated that 
routine testing was carried out throughout the District and the 
County Council have to deliver on report findings.  £125 million has 
been set aside to deal with the air quality in Leicester City. 

 DCK said that air quality and noise will be a major issue with any 
strategic development and would have to be dealt with in any 
planning application. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DCK 
 

2019.52.2 Neil Bannister was unable to attend the meeting but had sent in a report 
which was read by the Chairman. 
 

 

  The HDC Scrutiny Task Panel had now commenced the review on 
their commitment to the Strategic Growth Plan.  WWRA will be 
asked to give a presentation and it is anticipated this will be during 
October.  Date to be confirmed. 

 HDC and Blaby DC have held a joint meeting re Whetstone 
Pastures/Gorse lane promotion and NB understands that the 
Promotors have been asked to work together and make one 
proposal.  NB has met with councillors that represent Countesthorpe 
and reiterated that any proposal should include a guaranteed area 
of separation for Willoughby Waterleys. 

 Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground had submitted planning to allow the 
doubling of car transporters in and out of the site and a further 
application may be submitted for a roundabout at the junction of the 
A5199 and Shearsby Lane.  NB asked for comments of the Parish 
Council on this issue. 

 BP commented that initial advice he had received was that a 
roundabout may not be necessary but agreed that safety was 
paramount if the number of transporters doubled. Councillors 
agreed that if the application to increase lorry movements was 
approved and a roundabout was proved to be safer, then it should 
be supported. 
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 The recently published Air Monitoring Report for 2018 confirmed that 
for the first time since 2001 the Nitrous Dioxide readings did not 
exceed nationally permitted levels. 
 

2019.53 Whetstone Pastures 
DCK updated the meeting as follows: 
 Blaby District Council Issues and Options consultation is on-going 
 Midlands Connect Stage 2 report should be issued within the next 

few weeks 
 A46 Upgrade - if it cannot be proven that the benefits of any 

element exceed the cost of providing the upgrade, then that part 
would be dropped. 

 WWRA have promoted alternatives which have been shared with 
Midlands Connect and The Members Advisory Group. 

 The Garden Village Status Award is a 3 year process. 
 The potential implications of Harborough DC withdrawing support 

for the Strategic Growth Plan are immense. 
 WWRA are taking professional advice. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019.54 Response to Issues & Options Consultation – Blaby DC 
 The closing date for responses to the Consultation is 30 

September and the Parish Council need to submit a response by 
that date. 

 DCK will prepare a summary and circulate for all to review before 
submission by The Clerk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
DCK 

2019.55 Parishioner’s Time.   
 The grass in Orchard Road had only had 1 cut in 2019 and was 

very untidy.  The Clerk was asked to raise concerns with Severn 
Locks Housing and report back 

 Concerns raised over the state of the Churchyard and after 
discussion it was noted that the Church has responsibility for the 
base around the Church; the Parish Council looks after the grass 
mowing; the path is the responsibility of LCC as part of the 
Leicestershire Round footpath and any tree works have to be 
authorised via the Archdeacon.   

 DCK proposed that investigations take place through the winter 
with an improved and widened scope of works and  a contractor 
be appointed to carry out all works required to put everything into 
a good state and that allowance should be made in the 2020/21 
precept for such works.   

 EC asked if an outside body should carry out a survey to look at 
all issues.  Councillors PD and AL agreed to review all issues and 
report to the next meeting with their findings and a revised scope 
of works 

 PL agreed to chase up works to the wall of The Rectory and would 
write to Rupert Van der Post. 

 It was noted that some village grass verges had become unsightly 
and were a let down to those that tried to keep the village tidy.   BP 
highlighted the interactive map on the County Council website and 
LCC were responsible for works within the 30mph signs.  

 
 

 
 
 
JJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PD/AL 
 
 
PL 
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2019.56 Planning Applications 
 The Clerk reported that no notifications had been received 
 It was noted that a tree had been removed without planning 

permission.  This had been reported to Harborough District 
Council as it was within a Conservation Area but no further action 
had been taken. 

 It was agreed that PL would write an article for the next What’s On 
highlighting parishioner’s responsibilities of living in a 
Conservation area regarding trees, extensions and grass verge 
maintenance 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PL 

2019.57 Financial & Legal Matters 
Discussion of Use of Council Funds to support Whetstone Pastures 

 
Section 137 of The LGA 1972 – DCK reported that the maximum 
amount was £7.86 per person on the electoral role. It was therefore 
agreed that this would not help with regarding to funding over whetstone 
Pastures. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2019.58 Asset of Community Value – The General Elliott 
 DCK informed the meeting that various amendments had been 

made to the original application and it had been re-submitted.   
 8 weeks was allowed for a decision as to whether or not to list as 

an Asset of Community Value. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

2019.59 Correspondence 
All correspondence received on behalf of Parish was discussed and 
noted. 
 LCC had asked for photographs of any trees that were planted 

under the “Plant a Tree in 73” campaign.  Councillors were not 
aware of any within the village. 

 Revaluation of Cemetery for 2021 rating list.  PD agreed to assist 
with completion of the form 

 Willoughby Road, Countesthorpe would be closed on 8th September 
from 10 – 11am for a road race 

 Leicester Forest Cycling Club would be passing through the village 
on 14th September and will provide Marshals at road junctions. 

 Street Lighting – enquiry re cost saving but it was agreed to stay 
with EON as investment had been made in energy saving lights. 

 Bench Maintenance – EC said she would be happy to take over the  
cleaning of the bench at the beginning of each season. 

 Invitation to Leics Police Inter Cultural Society Evening – no one 
available to attend. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EC 

2019.60 Finance Reports to 31 July 2019 
 The finance report, having been circulated was approved as correct 
 
Proposed AL; seconded DCK 
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2019.61 Payments for Authorisation 
 
Leicestershire Gardens Grass mowing July 140.00 
Clerk July – Sept salary 519.80 
HMRC Employee Tax 130.00 

  £789.80 
 
Resolved that all payments be authorised 
 
Proposed AL; seconded DCK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019.62 Any Other Business 
 

 

2019.62.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grass Mowing: 
 Clerk had not received responses re alternative contractor details 

but LRALC would be circulating during September. 
 PD had spoken to Leicestershire Gardens who apologised for the 

various delays but Churchyard mowing was now back to 2 per 
month 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019.62.2 
 

Cemetery Plot: 
 The Clerk was asked to discuss the provision of a plot with Mrs 

Brierley for her late husband at no cost in recognition of the great 
service he provided in past years. 

 

 
 
 
JJ 

2019.62.3 Plaque 
 PL shared with the meeting a plaque that had been presented to 

the village for being “A Thankful Village” 
 It was agreed this should be put up on the Village Hall and was 

handed over to the Village Hall Chairman who was in attendance. 
 PL suggested that the village signs should also state “A Doubly 

Thankful Village”.  Willoughby was one of only 20 villages in the 
whole country that did not lose a resident in WW1 or WW11 
 

 

2019.62.4 Birthdays 
 It was noted that John Harris had recently celebrated his 80th 

birthday and the Parish Council wished to acknowledge all his help 
and support over many years. 
 

 

2019.62.5  EC stated that the recent HDC newsletter made reference to 
CCTV and wondered if it was of interest to the village/Church.   
DCK offered to investigate further and report back in due course. 
 

 
 
DCK 

2019.63 Items for Discussion at Next Meeting 
 No issues raised 

 

 

2019.64 Date of Next Meeting 
 The next meeting to be held on Thursday 7th November 2019 at the 

Village Hall 

 
 

  
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm  

 


